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The Problem

In 2005, a series of hurricanes ravaged the US Gulf
Coast, causing over $100 billion in uninsured
losses.

Millions lost jobs, assets, and records —but
credit obligations continued.

Response by creditors and insurers dramatically
affected individuals’ ability to return to normalcy.

Economic renewal surged briefly, but was
uneven and slow.

Lack of reliable, timely, and actionable
information created palpable uncertainty,
deterred investment, and hampered recovery.

Credit and insurance problems plagued
households and small businesses.
Government loans and grants were slow to
come and insufficient (Source PERC 2007).

No federal funds were allocated for economic

development.

PERC’s Solution

Amass extensive data set and make freely
available to a broad range of stakeholders

Employ “Manhattan Project” approach to
economic recovery analysis, bringing together data
and expertise from Brookings UMI, the World Bank,
Acxiom, Experian, Standard & Poor’s, and
TransUnion

Focus on credit and insurance dimensions for
individuals and small businesses

Generate series of reports measuring micro-to-
macro assessment of affected communities

financial well-being

Deploy on the ground resources in Gulf Coast to
identify local data sets and partners

Provide policy prescriptions derived from
interpretation of data and observations from Gulf
Coast

Engage in extensive education and outreach in
Gulf Coast and Washington DC
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